
STATE OF COLORADO 

DIVISION OF RECLAMATION, MINING AND SAFETY 
Department of Natural Resources 

1313 Sherman St., Room 215 
Denver, Colorado 80203 
Phone: (303) 866-3567 
FAX: (303) 832-8106 APPLICATION FOR COLORADO 

SURFACE BLASTER EXAMINATION 

I Exam Location 

Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) 

IExamDate 

Social Security Number 

I 

MSHA NIIIN No. 

Home Mailing Address (Street &/or PO Box) Birthdate 

City, State, Zip Code 

Present Employer (Company Name and Mine Name) 

Telephone Number 

( ) 

Work Phone 

( ) 

COLORADO 
DIVISION OF 

RECLAMATION 

MINING 

-&­
SAFETY 

Is this a retake exam? YIN Date of Initial Exam 
Would you rather take the entire exam again? YIN (if yes, all current scores will be invalid) 

Attach the following information-completed application form, $25.00 application fee, proof of current 
First Aid training. 

Signature of Applicant Signature of Blasting Supervisor 

MUST attach all items on check list below-all copies must be clear & legible 

Applicant DRMS 

Experience Summary, (next page) 

of of certification (out-of-state, if applicable) 

Proof of OSM training as surface blaster 

Methane & Oxygen Deficiency (card or MSHA 5000-17 fonn) 

First Aid - Current Annual Refresher on MSHA 5000-23 form or Red Cross First Aid card 

I Letter of mining experience on Company Letterhead 

I Copy ofDriver's license or other photo ID 

Candidate Agreement 

$25.00 application fee 

Board Approval Accepted __ Rej ected 

Office of Office of 

Mined land Reclamation Denver • Grand Junction • Durango Active and Inactive Mines 




1/12/11 

 
 

BLASTERS EXPERIENCE SUMMARY 
 
Company                                                  Job Title                                               Years           Mo  ____            
 
Details of Blaster Experience (Specify the percentage of experience of each task performed)  
Must provide proof of at least one year of practical experience in the use and handling of explosives. 
 
 
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
                                
              
                                              
               
 



Coal Mine Board of Examiners 
Candidate Agreement 

 
All candidates qualified to take any Coal Mine official exam must review the following information before 
sitting for the exam. Examinees are required to sign this agreement before the exam starts to affirm that they 
have been provided this information, have read and understand the material, and agree to abide by the stated 
policies and procedures, which apply to all exams. Full compliance is required.  
 
Admission Requirements  
For exam admission, examinees must present a current, signed, government-issued photographic identification (such as 
a valid state driver’s license or passport). Student IDs are not acceptable. Examinees must report to the exam site by 
the designated time. Examinees will not be admitted after the exam instructions begin.  Examinees will not be allowed 
to leave the testing facility.  All examinees are encouraged to bring a light lunch/snacks.  The exams are designed to be 
completed in an 8 hour period.  If a candidate finishes all the exams early they may leave the testing facility but cannot 
be readmitted for any reason.      
 
Calculators  
All calculators must be free and clear of data. 
 
Grounds for Dismissal from the Exam and/or Invalidation of Exam Results  
 
Cell phones must be turned off during the exam and while in the testing facility.    
 
No talking is allowed in the exam room unless a candidate is asking a question of the examiners. 
 
Having loose papers, legal pads, writing tablets, or unbound notes in your possession  
 
 Having a device with copying, recording, or communication capabilities in your possession. These include but are not 
limited to cameras, pagers, PDAs, radios, headsets, tape players, MP3 players, calculator watches, electronic 
dictionaries, electronic translators, and transmitting devices.  
 
Copying from another examinee’s answer sheet or colluding with other examinees  
 
 Beginning the exam before the proctor instructs you to do so  
 
Writing on anything other than your exam booklet or answer sheet or scratch paper provided. 
 
 Removing pages from your exam booklet. Stapled documents must remain stapled. 
 
 Violating any other terms stated in this agreement that are cause for dismissal or exam invalidation  
 
Reference Materials  
 
NEC  or NEC handbook– The National Electrical code book is the only resource allowed in the testing facility.  The 
NEC is only to be used during the NEC portion of the Electrical exam and must remain on the floor or in a backpack at 
all other times.   
 
Personal Items  
Personal items are the sole responsibility of the examinee. Neither proctors, nor the site facility are responsible for any 
lost, misplaced, or stolen items.  
 
Examinees may bring limited personal items (cell phone- must be off, lunch, snacks, beverages,) in a backpack but 
backpacks must remain on the floor and closed at all times during the exam.  Examinees may bring snacks (e.g., hard 
candies, candy bars, gum) and nonalcoholic drinks, as long as having them does not disturb other examinees.  



 
Items Permitted on the Desktop  
Examinees may have these items on the desktop during the exam: answer sheet, exam booklet, ID, admission notice, 
approved reference material, approved calculators, pencils with erasers, small snacks, and two straightedges such as a 
ruler, scale, tri-angle, or protractor, colored pencils/pens, whiteout.  
 
Exam Irregularities  
Examinees are strictly prohibited from copying or disclosing any exam questions, problems, or answers, orally or in 
writing. This prohibition includes not discussing or disclosing any exam questions or problems on Internet blogs or 
chat rooms or through any other means.   Fraud, deceit, dishonesty, unprofessional behavior, and other irregular 
behavior in connection with taking any exam is strictly prohibited. Irregular behavior includes but is not limited to 
copying or allowing the copying of exam answers; failing to work independently; possessing prohibited items; 
communicating with other examinees or any outside parties by way of telephones, personal computers, the Internet, or 
any other means during the course of an exam; surrogate testing or other dishonest conduct; disrupting other 
examinees; creating any safety concerns; failing to cease work on the exam when time is called; and possessing, 
reproducing, or disclosing nonpublic exam questions, answers, or other information regarding the content of the exam 
without authorization, before, during, or after the exam administration.  
 
The chairman of the Coal Mine Board of Examiners or designee is authorized to take appropriate action to investigate, 
stop, or correct any observed or suspected irregular behavior, including discharging examinees from the exam site for 
prohibited activities and confiscating any prohibited devices or materials. Examinees must cooperate fully in any 
investigation of a suspected irregularity. Examinees or other persons implicated in an irregularity will be identified to 
the state Coal Mine Board of Examiners, which may invoke additional sanctions. Examinees implicated in an 
irregularity will not receive exam results and will not be eligible for a refund of exam fees.  
 
Remedies for Testing Errors and Response to Disruptions in Testing and Potential Compromises  
In the unlikely event that a mistake occurs in printing, handling, or processing test materials or in scoring or reporting 
scores, the Coal Mine Board of Examiners will correct the error, if possible, or permit the affected examinees either to 
retest at no additional fee or to receive a refund of the exam fee. These are the sole and exclusive remedies available to 
examinees for errors in handling or processing registration materials; in printing, handling, or processing exams and 
exam answer sheets; in determining or reporting results; and/or in investigating or responding to suspected 
irregularities. If events occur that cause testing to be canceled or interrupted, involve a mistiming on any part of the 
test, result in a deviation from required testing procedures, raise concerns about possible advance access to exam 
content by one or more examinees, or otherwise disrupt or compromise the normal testing process, the Coal Mine 
Board of Examiners will determine whether corrective action is warranted, which could include canceling results or 
not scoring answer documents.  
 
 
Special Testing Accommodations  
Coal Mine Board of Examiners must receive special testing-accommodation requests by the registration deadline.  
 
 
Name:  (print)________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Signature:___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Date: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 



ON COMPANY LETTERHEAD    (Surface Blaster)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________(Date) 
 
 
Colorado Coal Mine Board of Examiners 
State of Colorado 
Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety 
1313 Sherman St., Rm 215 
Denver CO  80203 
 
 
 
RE:    _________________________(Miner Name) 
 
 
This letter is to verify that ___________________, a full time _________________(mining company) 
employee, has worked on the Surface at this operation on a continuous basis since __________________.  
He/She has acquired at least one year of practical experience in the use and handling of explosives to qualify 
him/her to take the blaster exam. 
 
His/her duties have included, but are not limited to the following: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have any questions, please call me. 
 
Sincerely, 



 
General Instructions for Completion of Application for 

Certification as a Colorado Coal Mine Official 
 
All Applicants must be 21 years of age to apply for Colorado Certification. 
 
Read all instructions before filling out the application.  This application must be complete as per the 
instructions listed below, including the required attachments.  Incomplete applications will be returned 
and the applicant will NOT be eligible to take the current Exam.  (Such applicants may resubmit a 
complete application with all required attachments for the next Exam.)  Print or type your application (use 
black ink). Shotfirer certification is a separate examination requiring a separate complete application and an 
additional $25.00 exam fee, but may be taken in conjunction with one major certification category.  A fee of 
$25.00 is required for each examination.  
 
Applicants retaking the examination(s) must submit a new application form, proof of current First Aid 
training (usually Annual Refresher Training per MSHA, 5000-23 form), and a $25.00 exam fee. 
 
All attachments and a $25.00 exam fee must be submitted with each application.  Make checks payable to: 
Colorado Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety (DRMS). 
 
The experience summary must be clear and readable, providing a detailed description of mining experience. 
At least one year of mining experience (underground or surface, as applicable) is required for the 
underground or surface Shotfirer exams, and at least three years coal mining experience is needed for the 
Mine Foreman exams.  Electrical exam candidates must submit detailed proof on company letterhead of at 
least one year of electrical experience. Applicants holding a valid MSHA card or a valid electrical card from 
another state approved by MSHA must provide evidence of certification when applying. A Qualified 
Company Electrical Official must also sign each page of an applicant’s electrical experience summary forms. 
 Blasters exam candidates must submit a detailed description of at least one year of practical experience in 
the use and handling of explosives and proof of U.S. Office of Surface Mining training as a surface blaster.  
An inadequate description will cause the rejection of the application. 
 
The attachments listed below must accompany each application: 
 
-letter(s) verifying overall mining experience and employment, especially verifying the minimum experience 
  required, must be on company letterhead and signed by a responsible company official. 
-legible copy of driver's license with photo.  Also, a photo ID must be presented at the Exam site. 
-legible proof of current (i.e. with past year) first-aid training (MSHA 5000-23 is acceptable) 
-legible proof of Methane and Oxygen Deficiency (Underground  Methane and Oxygen Deficiency for those 
 taking Underground certification exams, Surface Methane and Oxygen  Deficiency for those taking Surface 
 certification exams.) 
-candidate agreement 
 
Additionally, the following attachments must accompany each application for Underground Mine Foreman 
and Surface Mine Foreman: 
 
-legible proof of other certification(s) if applicable (i.e. other states, firebossing, MSHA, etc.) 
-legible proof of degree (if applicable)         
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